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Mahomed with his Affghans inarched to receive them. Imitating the usage of the Hindoo saints and warriors, they dyed their garments with yellow (9), the hymeneal colour, which indicated, that they went to battle as tft a bridal feast, and were determined to die, or to live exulting conquerors.
Byjeeram, whose numbers were superior, saw with pleasure his enemies quit the protection they had in the walls of Bhopal. He drew up in line of battle; but his troops, who were chiefly Hindoos, would probably have been broken by the furious charge of the Affghans, had not these, when exhausted by their first success, been attacked, and in their turn routed by the desperate Rohillahs of Shah Allum, who continued faithful to the cause of Feyz Mahomed, and were eager to revenge the death of their late commander. The assailants were in their turn, defeated; their chief, Sultan Mahomed, fled to Seronj, whence he went to the hill fort of Rathgurh, into which he \vas admitted by the governor. Here, he was immediately besieged by Byjeerarn ; but the Mah-jee Sahibah, or lady'mother, seeing the evil of these family dissensions, interposed her authority, through the influence of which Rath-
(9) A dye made from the flower called Kuswur in Hindoos-tanee. Using it on the day of battle, is among the Hindoos deemed a sacred pledge to die or conquer. Volunteers are often invited to assume the yellow dressa which implies desperation in any undertaking.